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Growing sustainably
UIUC students grow
organic foods for sale
and campus dining.
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Champaign no exception
from national drug crisis

Science |

Anna Watson

Parkland prepares
science, math students
for STEM careers.

In Champaign County,
the effects of what is
being called a national
drug epidemic can be
felt, with substances
including
marijuana
and illegal or non-prescribed opioids being
found with increasing
regularity in the community.
Ben Boltinghouse, an
officer with Parkland’s
Public Safety, says cannabis, or marijuana, is
the drug most-encountered on Parkland’s
campus, however they
still encounter what
are considered harder
drugs.
“It is typical for most
college campuses, and
Parkland isn’t really an
exception, that recreational cannabis is the
most common thing,”
Boltinghouse said.
Illinois has taken
many steps to decriminalize the possession of
small amounts of cannabis, though, according to Boltinghouse.
He also says Parkland
officers are more likely
to find students intoxicated or possessing illegal substances during
night classes, though it’s
is not only exclusive to
nighttime courses.
Inspector
Kaitlin
Washburn of the East
Central Illinois Special
Unit Drug Task Force
works with drug addicts
to investigate information on local drugs. She
specializes in Tuscola
and Mattoon.
She says the most
prevalent drug she sees
people using is methamphetamine—and she
says there is a reason
for that.
“The average person who has Google can
make meth,” Washburn
says. “We often deal

Boom in STEM fields
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Deane Geiken

P h o t o p ro v i d e d b y
Deane Geiken | WPCD
88.7 FM
Derian Silva
Staff Writer

Deane
Geiken
is
the radio director at
Parkland’s WPCD 88.7
FM. He started as a
student at the college
in the 1980s and took
a broadcasting class.
This decision would
eventually bring him
back to Parkland as the
radio director.
“It’s the coolest thing
for me, and probably
why I have such an
affinity for Parkland,”
Geiken says. “I was a
DJ here and now I’m the
director, it’s kind of like
a coming home reunion
in many ways.”
Geiken earned his
degree from Parkland
after three-and-a-half
years. He then took a
gap year before going
SEE HUMANS PAGE 3

Staff Writer

Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction
Fact or Fiction

Photo provided by Debora Cartagena | Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
This image depicts a still life composed of a number of items set
atop a mirror that represented controlled substances often ingested,
inhaled, or injected by illicit drug users, including a number of red
oblong tablets, a pile of a finely-granulated white powder into which
a razor blade had been set upright, and in the foreground were two
unopened syringes.
with what is called crystal or ice meth which
comes from Mexico.”
Washburn says meth
costs roughly $125
a gram, while heroin, another drug she
encounters, is a bit more
expensive.
Washburn says anytime they interview a
local person using heroin, an opioid derived
from morphine, it is
most likely coming from
Champaign or Chicago.
Both
methamphetamine and heroin have
a high liability for addiction and very little to
no medicinal purpose.
Importation into the
United States of either
drug is illegal. In the
state of Illinois, possession of meth or heroin
is most always a felony
charge.
In the case of meth, it
is extremely sparingly
prescribed as a treatment for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder under the trade
name Desoxyn, but the

availability of safer
drugs with similar or
greater effectiveness
has seen the substance
relegated almost solely
to use as a recreational
drug.
Both the American
and Canadian governments hold that heroin
has no recognized, safe
medical use.
Last year, the Champaign County Sheriff’s
Office was involved in
responding to nine heroin overdoses, according to a News-Gazette
report, three of which
included deaths. Comparatively, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported
in 2015 there were more
than 22,000 deaths from
opioid overdoses nationally, or about 62 deaths
per day.
The federal National
Institute on Drug Abuse
says the 18–25 age group
has shown the highest
increase in abuse of heroin.
Heroin’s pure form is

Fact or Fiction

a white powder which
can be injected, snorted,
or smoked. The American Addiction Center’s
website notes that heroin is rarely pure, however, as drug dealers
will often cut the drug
with other ingredients
in order to sell more of
the substance.
Heroin can appear as
a murky, brown powder
when diluted with the
cutting agents such as
baking soda, caffeine,
starch, laundry detergent, crushed overthe-counter pain medications, sugar or rat
poison. Many of the
aforementioned agents
can mask the signs of
an overdose to the user.
Methamphetamine’s
appearance is similar
to heroin’s, in that it is
often seen as powder
with a white or brownish color.
Heroin’s euphoria is
similar to that of pain
narcotics, with users
claiming to feel a rush
of warm happiness and

There once existed a plan to use nuclear
bombs to propel spacecraft.
ANSWER ON PAGE 3

relaxation.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said three out
of four heroin users
reported they started
using heroin because
they were addicted to
prescription painkillers
such as oxycodone—
also known under its
trade name OxyContin—hydrocodone, and
codeine.
The CDC says the
overprescribing of legal
opioids sparked the
increase of addiction
and overdoses, because
addicts on painkillers
move to cheaper and
more easily attainable
drugs such as heroin.
One of the strongest opiate drugs on
the market is known as
fentanyl. It is 50–100times more potent than
morphine and the easiest substance to overdose on, according to
the CDC. Fentanyl sees
use in a hospital setting
by injection because of
its efficiency in combating pain.
However,
fentanyl
applied to heroin or
cocaine to make the
drugs more potent and
stronger can be dangerous. The CDC reports
roughly
9,500
people died from fentanyl
overdoses in 2015.
Many people die on
heroin because they stop
breathing. The euphoria of heroin makes a
person feel sleepy and
extremely
relaxed—
in addition to inferring
with the user’s automatic breathing cycle—
and as a result they often
fall asleep and hypoxia
sets in. Hypoxia is a condition where there is not
enough oxygen reaching the brain. This condition can result in permanent brain damage, a
SEE CRISIS PAGE 2
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COMMUNITY
Sustainable Student Farm

at UIUC opens new produce stand
Greg Gancarz
Staff Writer

The University of Illinois UrbanaChampaign’s Sustainable Student
Farm now has two separate locations
on the university’s campus, from
which it provides organically-grown
produce to the university’s dining services and the community as a whole.
In addition to the SSF’s usual location on the Main Quad, behind the
Illini Student Union, a second stand is
now located in front of the University’s Meat Sciences Lab on the South
end of campus and will be open Tuesdays 1–5 p.m. The new stand will
only be in operation until the end of
August, though the usual stand will
continue its weekly operations until
late October and is open Thursdays
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Produce available for purchase
ranges widely, from tomatoes, potatoes, squash, basil, and parsley, to
what may be lesser-known items like
the tomatillo and kohlrabi.
Now in its ninth season, the SSF sold
over 30,000 pounds of produce in the
last year alone, all of which was produced from about three acres of tillable land on a farm about two miles
from the main UIUC campus.
According to Bruce Branham, the
crop sciences professor who started
the SSF, only about 10 percent of the
produce is sold at the stands. The
other 90 percent is sold to the school’s
dining services.
Although the SSF has not gone
through the expensive process to
get certified as organic, everything
grown is organically- and sustainablyproduced according to Anna Serrano,
a horticulture and pre-med student
who has worked with the SSF for over
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UIUC student and SSF employee Anna Serrano bags up a purchase for
a customer at the SSF’s Main Quad stand location.
three years.
“It’s a low input production, meaning that we are off the grid,” says
Nejra Muminovic, who helps operate
the meat lab stand. “We use very little electricity. For washing and whatnot, we use very little water. We grow
organically which means we don’t
use heavy pesticides or herbicides or
anything like that. We usually use our
hands so we have very little tractor
use—very little diesel or fuel use.”
The operation is mostly run by student volunteers.
“We are associated with the University of Illinois’ Crop Sciences but
we’re almost a separate entity,” Serrano says. “We get all of our workers
from volunteers or we hire, and the
students usually come from Crop Sci-

ences but they can range from everywhere. We’ve had engineers, we’ve
had just a plethora of individuals.”
Muminovic says the new location
is very convenient, considering the
meat market is located inside the
building.
“I love it,” Muminovic says. “Get
your meat. Get your veggies. Go
home. You’re all set. I really like it all.
It’s what I live off of. It’s so affordable.”
Muminovic is not the only one to
enjoy the new location. Champaign
resident Lisa finds the stand and its
hours to be a viable alternative to the
grocer’s and markets.
“Saturday morning at the farmer’s market is too crowded,” she says.
“I’ve got other stuff to do. So, I think

this is a good deal.”
In addition to selling produce, Serrano also says the SSF is looking to
process some of the produce into
other goods as well.
“A lot of our foods also go to processing,” Serrano says. “We are working with another group on campus
that processes peppers so we’re trying to make some hot sauce.”
Many of the farm’s tomatoes
already get processed into tomato
sauce for the University Dining Services, which are then preserved and
used year-round.
“It’s the tomatoes and the sweet
peppers that really go,” Serrano says.
“When it gets later in the season,
we usually don’t sell out because we
have so much produce, but now, at
the beginning…last week we almost
sold out. But it’s not often…due to the
amount of produce we have. We are
very well stocked.”
Serrano says the methods of crop
production are an important issue
that are often overlooked.
“I feel very strongly about the way
food is grown in our society due to the
fact that a lot of chemicals are put into
it…pesticides or insecticides or anything like that, and you’re eating that,”
Serrano says. “It’s going into your
body. That’s something very serious
that a lot of people kind of overlook
and don’t really think about the consequences that it actually has on you,
on your children, if you’re pregnant,
or anything of that sort.
“I feel very strongly about making
our country, our community, a healthier and cleaner place for future generations, and that’s the sustainability
part of what we do,” she says.
For more information on the SSF
visit www.thefarm.illinois.edu.

Yearly Foundation festivities

fund Parkland student scholarship
Emma Gray
Editor

The Parkland Foundation’s annual
gala on Saturday, Aug. 19, in addition
to its open-to-the-public festivities,
helps the college’s students by funding its general Foundation Scholarship.
The event will take place from 5:30–
9:30 p.m. in the Student Union and will
feature a live auction, heavy appetizers, and musical entertainment by
Chicago Keys Dueling Pianos. Alcohol
will be served at the event so attendance is limited to those over 21.
The event is the Parkland College
Foundation’s annual fundraiser and
funds raised go to a scholarship.
“This event funds the Foundation
Scholarship which is a general scholarship available to all students,” said
Foundation and Alumni Relations
Manager for the Parkland College
Foundation Julie McGown. The event
is open to anyone in the community,
not just those associated with Parkland. “This event is targeting […] anyone in the community and elsewhere
who want[s] to support Parkland College,” “We certainly target faculty,
staff, and alumni as well.”
The program of the Gala will
include acknowledgments to multiple
parties including sponsors, the board
of directors for the Foundation, members of the board of trustees in attendance, and 50 notable alumni that
were featured in 2016 and 2017.
The live auction will include a number of items up for bid, including tickets to a Cubs–Cardinals game at Busch

Stadium on Sept. 28, dinner with Parkland’s President Tom Ramage and his
wife Michelle Ramage, including the
ultimate Parkland College Package,
a University of Illinois football and
basketball suite experience for two,
a Hawaiian condo for one week with
$500 for airfare, and a $1,725 gift certificate for Michaels’ Catering Party,
which will be providing food and spirits for the gala, as well.
“The ultimate Parkland package
could include things such as theatre
tickets, planetarium tickets, swa[g]
from the bookstore, etc.,” McGown
said. “We haven’t put that basket
together yet, but those are items
we’ve included in the past.”
“We also do a scholarship appeal and
ask people to contribute at three levels—$2,000; $1,000; $500,” McGown
said.
This fundraiser is presented by
the Longview Capital Corporation.
Longview Capital Corporation is a four
bank holding company that serves the
areas of central Illinois and West Central Indiana. Other sponsors include
Cim-Tek, The News-Gazette, Worden Martin, Reynolds Towing, Farm
Credit Services, and Health Alliance.
People interested in attending
should RSVP by emailing foundation@parkland.edu or by calling 217351-2464. Tickets for the event cost
$75 for the public and $50 for Parkland faculty and staff. Payment can
be made online under the Foundation’s link on the Parkland website
or over-the-phone at the number for
RSVPing, by mailing a check marked
as a gala ticket payment to 2400 W

Get the latest updates from

Prospectus News
on

facebook.com/ProspectusNews
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Bradley Ave., Champaign, Ill., or
at the door, though prepayment is

strongly encouraged.
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comatose state, or even death.
Addicts who regularly use heroin
develop a high tolerance for the drug,
thus needing more of it to feel the
same high.
In many cases, though, the cause
of an overdose in unknown. The CDC
says that for “approximately 1 in 5
drug overdose deaths, no specific
drug is listed on the death certificate.”
Multiple drugs may be present in an
addict’s body making it hard to classify whether the death was heroin- or
opioid prescription-related.
People with a substance use disorder who undergo withdrawal can face
severe withdrawal symptoms such
as: vomiting, sleep problems, cold
flashes and goosebumps, severe substance cravings, and uncontrollable
leg movements.
Medication-Assisted
Treatment
(MAT) offers opioid treatment programs which combine behavioral
therapy and medications to treat
addiction and withdrawal.

The CDC reports one of the many
methods to curbing the heroin overdose epidemic is to counter the effects
of opioids by having first responders
administer life-saving drugs such as
Narcan—otherwise known as naloxone—is a nasal mist that temporarily
reverses the effects of opioids.
The News-Gazette reports Champaign Sheriff deputies plan to carry
such a substance with them when
responding to overdose calls. The
sheriff office’s Captain Shane Cook
explains police authorities many
times arrive at the scene of a person overdosing before the paramedics, and therefore he finds it beneficial to have the substance accessible
to police. Deputies will be trained in
administering the substance.
Parkland Counselor Dennis Cockrum says the Counseling and Advising Center at Parkland does not offer
individual services through the institution for students with substance
addiction issues, but they do offer
referrals to agencies and services
which can help with addiction.
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SCIENCE
Parkland accommodating
students for boom in STEM fields
EvyJo Compton
Staff Writer

Fields in the sciences, technology,
engineering and mathematics have
seen a boom in the amount of jobs
needed across the globe, and as its
students are next-in-line for those
careers Parkland has several opportunities that range from research to
poster sessions to help prepare students interesting in STEM-related
careers.
“Yes, there really is a need, or really
a boom, in the STEM careers,” Scott
Siechen, head of Parkland’s natural science department, says. “We
are becoming a technological society. Because we are becoming more
technological, it affects our ability
to impact the planet. We have the
power to use this technology to benefit humans and the Earth. Though,
if used thoughtlessly, we could harm
our planet and ourselves. That is why
it’s important to not only be thoughtful as a society, but to also have good
students going into the STEM fields.”
“We have to have as many of these
good students, or thoughtful people,
as possible so that they can make new
technologies,” Siechen says. “There
is so much technology that is affecting us that we don’t even know all of
it; solar power, self-driving cars. I
mean there are more and more artificial intelligences being used in every
area across the board. This means
that all technologically and scientifically trained students will be able to
affect how the technology grows, and
how we will use it.”
This boom in the need for STEM students affects Parkland in many ways.
There are several ways that Parkland
has branched out to help students in
their path to a STEM related career.
“Parkland has a variety of things
that fit under the STEM umbrella,”
Siechen states. “Though, we typically
have more that falls under the science
heading than the rest. Parkland has
many things that can help students
further along in their path. These
include PRECS, Natural Science Commons, Poster Session, and the transfer
programs.”
PRECS stands for Phenotypic Plasticity Research Experience for Community College Students. In simpler
terms, it is an undergraduate research
opportunity for community college
students- like those from Parkland.
“It is an undergrad research opportunity with the NSF (National Sci-
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to Illinois State University, where
he graduated with a degree in mass
communications with a focus in
broadcasting.
He went on to get a job at the
University of Illinois directing a radio
station.
“It was a branch of WILL AM & FM;
it’s called the Illinois Radio Reader
and it is a closed radio station that
required a special receiver to pick
the signal up,” Geiken says. “They
read newspapers, books, magazines,
and even grocery store ads to people
who are visually impaired.”
Eventually, he heard about the job
opening at WPCD for radio director
and decided to apply.
“It is one of the best thing[s] that has
happened to me,” he says. “I started
in January of 2014, so I’m relatively
new to Parkland, but I’ve always been
attached to Parkland in some way,
shape, [or] form.”
His love for learning has never
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ence Foundation),” Catherine Carlson, an associate chemistry professor
says. “We received a three-year grant.
Really, it’s for three summers. It is
a ten week program. The first two
weeks are at Parkland, which is a boot
camp for research. The next eight
weeks are spent in a University of Illinois lab.”
Not only is PRECS an opportunity
for community college students to get
their feet wet in laboratory work, it is
also an eye-opening experience.
“Community college students often
don’t have the opportunities fouryear students do, especially concerning research, so it’s nice to have a program that recognizes that community
college students are just as motivated
and excited to be in a lab as four-year
students,” says Emma Gray, a Parkland student who’s involved with the
program. “I joined because I wanted
to know what being in a lab is like…
it’s really cool to see how science happens—it always seemed like something that took being crazy smart to
do, but now I’m realizing scientists
are just normal people who spend
long hours staring into microscopes
trying to figure stuff out just like the
rest of us.”
PRECS has also allowed students to
see the bigger picture.
“PRECS, like the many other
research opportunities, can help with
applying the stuff students learn in
class,” Carlson states. “It’s really
helpful for students to be able to move
forward in STEM-related careers. It’s
good to apply a good foundation in
class, but sometimes students don’t
understand how to apply what we’ve
learned in class to real life. Research
opportunities like PRECS really helps
give you the bigger picture.”
“PRECS is a big opportunity for
me,” Staci Hammer, a biochemistry major, states. “I wanted to do an
internship in a lab this summer to get
experience working in this environment, and that’s why I applied for multiple research experiences for undergrads…Not only to see if this is what
I want to do as a career, but also get
exposed to the many kinds of science
out there. I’ve been itching to do more
lab work than the basic experiments
you do in class-I wanted to work on
something meaningful.”
A lot of the time, students are working on their experiment, but there are
other things they must cover while
working in PRECS. This includes a
poster presentation.

“There is a technique presentation
that the students have to work on,”
Carlson states. “Not only do they have
to present their findings, but they
have to show how they’ve gotten their
results. The students are not doing
this alone. We have working lunches
to talk with the students. We always,
always check in to make sure they are
doing okay. They also have to check
with their mentor.”
“I’m definitely getting more skilled
in the lab, from the actual experiments to proper record keeping and
data analysis, which will be helpful
for my upper level science classes
coming up this fall.” Hammer says. “I
want to go to graduate school, and my
mentors have been giving me advice
and strategies for getting in and
where to go for my major. Giving a
poster presentation this summer will
be good practice for communicating
my work, which I will need for graduate school.”
Undergraduate students gain a
large amount of experience and
knowledge from being in the program. These moments, lessons, and
information may influence or even
change their paths.
“Studies published show that undergraduate research leads to higher
retention in STEM related careers,”
Carlson states. “Some STEM career
paths can be competitive, but research
opportunities help students stay in
or even transfer into STEM related
paths.”
“PRECS has helped me understand
how much development and advancement there is for those studying science in any array of positions,” Allison Kelly, a Parkland student, says.
“Speakers and experts from different expertise and backgrounds
have shared with me their stories of
research interest and grad-school
experience. My mentors [have]
helped me prepare for my future by
being with me, letting me be with
them, being in there with them in the
lab, in the environment they’ve spent
their lives mastering, I have learned
more about what I find interesting,
what I don’t, and what I might want
to pursue.”
“I am planning on going into a STEM
related field,” Gray states. “I want to
be a rural primary care physician, so
while PRECS isn’t teaching me skills
directly related to that, it is teaching
me lots of things that will help me get
to my eventual goal and that are relevant to my understanding of the sci-

ence behind medicine.”
Not only does Parkland offer
PRECS, they also provide other
opportunities to help students going
into STEM related careers.
“The Natural Science Commons
can be used as a mechanism to help
students start conversations with fellow students in classes as well as professors,” Siechen states. “For our first
year, it was very successful. Student
to student, student to professor and
even professor to professor conversations took place. It was, and is, a
great place to study, and for students
to have access to other students and
faculty from the same field, or even
those from other fields. Conversations
ranged from homework, to test prep,
to even futures.”
Along with PRECS and the Natural
Science Commons, Parkland offers
the Natural Science poster session.
This is a great experience for all those
who are under the STEM umbrella to
get experience with presenting their
work.
“It really is under appreciated…
how important presenting your work
to the science community is,” Siechen
states. “Most, or even all, science conferences have poster sessions where
people meet and discuss their work.
The NS poster session is not a science
fair; it really plays an important role.
It helps students that are in the STEM
field get firsthand experience with
presenting their work to an audience
of sorts.”
“Presenting your work benefits
everyone,” Siechen states. “It benefits the public and students as they
learn and read the work. It exposes
the research to others to critique,
or even to take on board for further
research.”
Parkland is one of the many community colleges that students begin
their college path in, even those going
into the STEM field.
“People don’t realize how many jobs
there are in the STEM field,” Siechen
says. “Writers, quality control, editing, technological support. It’s easy to
forget how many wonderful careers
there are to choose from. The wonderful thing about STEM is that if
something doesn’t work out in the science part for someone, they could go
to engineering or even mathematics.
Parkland is a great starting point to
get on one of these paths, and into a
career.”

waned either; even while working he
would take classes at the U of I and
Parkland.
“It was because I wanted to learn
more—I wanted to challenge my
brain,” Geiken says. “It wasn’t for
an[y] particular reason other than, ‘I
don’t know enough about this subject’
or ‘I have an interest in this subject.’ I
was taking military history at the U of
I and Excel training here at Parkland.”
The love he has for education and
learning isn’t just one sided—he loves
to give back to the students and make
sure they have an environment that
encourages them and allows them to
get real world experience.
“When [students] are in my
environment I try and give them the
best that I can,” Geiken says.
He always hopes that students take
away as much as they can from the
radio station.
“If a student comes in and they
either feel unfulfilled or frustrated
with the class or the experience, then
that’s our failing and we try not to let
that happen,” Geiken says.
He often sees a lot of talent and
potential in students and wants to help

them recognize and tap into it.
“Some of these students in the
program could be really good at
what they do, but maybe it’s not their
passion,” Geiken says.
Taking this into consideration,
he still hopes at the very least the
program is something students get
to experience. He hopes they are
able to say they had a great learning
experience that could open doors for
them as well.
“Your time here at Parkland is time
well-spent and you should make the

most of your time here,” he says. “It’s
an opportunity to explore.”
He believes Parkland is the perfect
opportunity to discover what it is one
wants to do with their life.
“You can [enroll] in one degree
program and find a passion for
something else. There is nothing
wrong with that. Nothing says you
have to graduate in two years—I know
that that is the expected norm, but
I was on that three-and-a-half-year
program here at Parkland; it’s just the
way things worked out for me.”
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FACT: Through Project Orion, the U.S. once toyed with the
idea of using nuclear charges, detonated behind a shielded
craft, to propel it through space. Though unorthodox, it
promised relatively cheap space travel, but after years of study
the project was shelved due to environmental concerns about
its propulsion and a 1963 treaty with the Soviet Union that
forbade the nuke-testing in outer space.
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Secure your
Fall 2017 housing
before it’s too late!
Save up to $340
with zero down
E Springfield Ave

E Healey St
S 4th St

309 GREEN

LEASING CENTER

E Green St
S Locust St

S 1st St

LOFTS 54 &
CAMPUSTOWN RENTALS

E John St

THE TOWER
AT THIRD

LEASING CENTER
THE SUITES AT THIRD

LOFTS 54
E Chalmers St
E Chalmers St
S 4th St

S 1st St

APPLY ONLINE @ AMERICANCAMPUS.COM/CHAMPAIGN

Fees subject to change. Limited time only. See office for details.

S Wright St

S 3rd St

THE SUITES
AT THIRD

